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Understanding the FileMaker 'Save as Excel'
Button

Last Modified on 07/18/2022 1:42 pm EDT

This guide discusses the FileMaker feature for saving reports as Excel files. It is intended
for general users.

Reasons for Not Using the 'Save as Excel' Button

When you generate an on-screen report, it appears in the FileMaker report window. This
window includes a button to Save as Excel. When you click this button, aACE does not
control how FileMaker translates the on-screen report to what you get in Excel. aACE
cannot control this output. This can create issues that range from reducing data to
incoherent numbers to presenting a spreadsheet that looks fine, but includes inaccurate
results.

For this reason, the FileMaker button to Save as Excel is typically disabled by default. If this
button is enabled in your system, it was done with your system administrator's
acknowledgement that using it might result in exports of erratic quality.

Examples of Results from the 'Save as Excel' Button

Note: This method to export data should generally not be used.

With reports based off the aACE list views, FileMaker can save data to Excel with
reasonably effective results. For example, at the Orders module, the Order List by Order
Status report gathers your open and pending order records.
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Order List by Order Status

: Owder & [+ L] Thle Cusfommser End [Delivery) ‘Grarnd Total Siabus

| cLosED 4,395,914.4
50001 OG0 Fal 2020 Tatiet Camgaign BACME Ecation Sclutions, Ine. (A) 03021 4083000 CLOSED
BOO11-2  OTO21  Tablet Burde - 8 Tables Sacaucus Sehool Distiet (50082} Tz 1848520 CLOSED
50084 DANBD  Highbrisps Academy Highieige Acadamy (50017) o8zA0 24885 CLOSED
50115 IS0 Snsael High School Sauset High Seheol (50128 Tz 2015830 CLOSED
50117 INIB20  20% O Tabkt Accessones Chishaim High Sehool (501303 1820 2379880 CLOSED
50118 INIBR0  20% O Tablet Accessories Chadwick High Sehool (30138) ovte ATSS820 CLOSED
50126 1108720  Indanapolis School Diswet Indiarsigalis Strost Diswie! (50100} Tz 29850 CLOSED
50127 110820 Covared Bridge High Schom Coversd Bridge High School (30010)  0MON21 26,180.70 CLOSED
50120 1108720  Expelsior Chamee Sehool Excelsior Chanee Stheel [ECS) o1 ISS820 CLOSED
50130 110820 Lewision High Schowt Levwision High Scheol (50137) Py 4184790 CLOSED
50131 111020 Shea Township Schosi Diswiet  Snea Township School Disiriet (50002 030021 8320745 CLOSED

| sonz 11220 Wesibury Catholis High Schoel  Wesibury Cathalic High Stheol (50138 03021 1002780 CLOSED

i so1m 111820 Highbeiage Acadamy Highiteidge Acadamy (50017} o301 4293780 CLOSED
50138 DAGARD  Chadwick High Schoal Chadwick High Sehool (30138) onaN2 2818888 CLOSED
50137 DDA Brighesise Chaner Sehool Beigheside Chamse Sehool (50015 owon20 8947000 CLOSED
50138 DTG0 Brighisids Charter School Beigtnside Charse School (30013) oz 2973800 CLOSED
50157 1214720 Mosmorn Seheel Distret Montbons Sehasl Disiet (MSD) w31 1893144 CLOSED
50158 121820 Mosborn Scheol District Manthorn Schoal Distict (M3G) T2z MTII CLOSED

When you then click the Save as Excel button, the generated spreadsheet is accurate.
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+ Sheat
rderin Grderate trerTitie smpanyReclD_Compan  OrdertadDate rderGrandTotal OrderRecstatus or
S0001-1 09/ 14/ 2020 | Fall 2020 Tablet Campaigi BACHE Education Sokomol 03/30/3021 A0830|CLosEn !
00112 0702/ 2020 | Tabeet Bundis - B TaDlrS SBLaUCUS Schosl DHANCE | 070 22 8anS 3| CLOSED
084 0/ 1872010 | HIghDNOgE Acaoemy HIgRarIgE ALEIENYy (%0 DE/2R/ 1020 4246 B CLOSED
0115 1071572020 | Stuart High Schosl Stuar High Scal (3017 10718/ 020 201593 CLOSED
0117 10/18/2070| 20% OF Tablet ACCERRErH Chisholm High School (3] 11/18/1020 297988 | CLOGED
50118 10/18/2070 | 20% OFF Tablet ACCeRtern Chaswick HIgh School (3 0319/ 1021 17558 1 | CLOGED
0126 1L/ 2078 1 Schosl Do ind Sreol EHer 10,20/ 1020 317985 | CLOGED
S01T7 11/06/ 2000 Covered Brdge HIGh S0 Ciersd BNoge Hgh SCni 03705/ 1021 261807 | CLOSED
01T 1108/ 2020 | Exceisior Chavmer SChodl | Excetbor Cramer Scnoo | 03/30/1021 A7HEE ¥ | CLOGED
50130 1L/ 2020 | Lewtston tagh Schaol | Lewasten High Schosl (51 072a/m21 ALB4T8 | CLOSED
50131 | 11/16/2010 | Shea Township Scnool DR Shea Towaship Schesl Dn 03/30,1021 53207 45 | CLOGED
0132 11/13/2070 | WeRbury Catheilc Fgh S WesiBury Cathole High 5| 0305/ 1021 30027 6| CLOSED
0184 11/18/2000 HighDiope Academy  Higrersige Acsdemy (50 03/30,1021 42937 8| CLOSED
50136 | 08032020 | Chadwick Fgh Schoal | Chadwick High Schosl (5 D803/ 1020 181586 | CLOSED
0157 | /082020 | Brightsade Charter School Brghesite Chamer Schosl 08,1020 S9470 | CLOGED
50138 | 08/ 17/2010 | Brightsade Charter Snool Bghisios Chamer Schosl 03/29/1021 29738 | CLOEED
SO15F | 12/ 14/ 2020 | MontDon Schosl DS | MORDane Soool Diste | 03317021 3503144 | CLOGED
50158 | 12718200 | Montborn Schoal DISENCE | Mentbars Shool Dism | 13/1B/7020. 26737 1| CLOSED i
0159 | 127182020 | Monthoro High Scheol We Mentbars High Schosl e L3/ LB/ 020 15920.15 | CLOSED
s0232 82/12/2028 |Chishoim Hgh Schoal | Chisrolm High Scracl (5] 02/16/1021 21702 | CLOGED
50233 62/22/2021 |CRatwick Hgh Schial | Chadwick High School (5 02/24/1021 74850 | CLOGED
0234 | G2/222021 | Douglas Fairtanis Eleme) Dougias Fairbanks Eemel 0Z/26/1021 23974 | CLOGED
0138 | 0/ 24/2021 |51, Catherine High Schosl ST Cathenne High Soroa| 0308/ 021 241B0.55 | CLOSED
[ET 83/08/2021 |Regna County Area Scho Regina County Area Sche| 0407/ 1021 357H1AY | CLOGED
0263 ©4/02/2021 | Full STEAM Charter S0nd Full STEAM Charer Schol 05724/ 1021 26961 | CLOGED
0286 ©4/30/2021 |Berashire Magnet High 5c Bevkenire Magnet High 5¢ 05,04/ 1021 3LAT9.4S | CLOGED
50290 03/07/2021 |Lewiston Fegh Schaol | Lewssson High School (51 05/26/1021 288644 | CLOGED
|s0302 ©8/21/2021 | Brightsaie Charter School Brightsite Charter Schoal 05/25/1021 34366 | CLOGED
0308 O3/ TR2021 School Ditnc M School Distric| D601/ I021 3273148 | CLOGED
0312 06/ 042021 Montbom High Schoal We Hontbare High School e 06,08, 1021 24455 | CLOGED
ETEIE] | 06/ 18/2021 | Susan Anderson Elementi Susan Anderson Element D822/ 1021 28855 | CLOGED
ETEETS | OT/E}2021 | SU Prysics Departmen: | 50 Physics Department | [T 198118 | CLOGED
s0341 08,06, 2011 | Secaucus Schoal District Secaucus School Disnct 08/ 10,1021 2675536 | CLOGED
S0342 | 08/06,2011 Montbom High Schoal We Hontbare High School e 0824/ 1021 22340.91 | CLOSED
0344 | 08/082011 wmcnmsdmlmrumm Sr.rm-ul 08/ 16/ 1021 249075 | CLOSED

In contrast, when you generate a report on-screen and save it as an Excel spreadsheet, there
can be distortions in the data. One cause for this is that FileMaker reporting on-screen may
summarize multiple records in order to present a single line.
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For example, at the Invoices module, an A/R Detail Aging Report, the balance for amounts
currently owed is calculated from the invoice record and one or more receipt records:

‘eoe AR Detail Aging Report - Current View a
<> e 8 - B
Pages Save as Excel Save as PDF Print  Page Setup
Layout: [ INV: A/R Detail Aging~ | View As:
aACME Education Solutions, Inc. A/R AGING REPORT
1238 Broadway
New York, NY 11221 Type: Detall
View: Current View
As Of: 07/14/2022
Age: Days Old
Date Due Date Involce Balance Current 1-30 31-60 61-90 91+
Brian Voll
06/09/22 06/09/22 60016 | Brian Voll 1,402.66 1,402.66
Brian Voil 1,402.66
Brightside Charter School
04/22/21 04/22/21 650214 Brightside Charter School 04/22/2021 1,988.19 CR 1,988.19 CR
04/08/22 05/08/22 50403 Brightside Charter School 04/08/2022 367,518.20 367,518.20
06/22/22 07/22/22 60045 | Credit Memo for Brightside Charter School 11.81CR 11.81CR
06/24/22 07/24/22 60048 | Brightside Charter School — Test 02 3,657.50 3,657.50
07/05/22 08/04/22 60096 | Brightside Charter School 190.00 190.00
Brightside Charter Schoo! 359,365.70 3,835.69 355,530.01
Centerville High School
07113/22 08M12/22 60104 | Centerville High School ~206-00 1,200.00
07113/22 08M12/22 60106 | Order Editor Save Optimizations 3,5676.00 3,576.00
Centerville High Schoo! 4,776.00 4,776.00
Cognitio
06/24/22 07/24/22 60052 | Cognitio — Test 01 250.00 CR 250.00 CR
07/06/22 08/05/22 60087 | Cognitio 20,000.00 20,000.00
Cognitio 19,750.00 19,750.00
Douglas Fairbanks Elementary School
05/12/22 06/11/22 50432 Douglas Fairbanks Elementary School 06/12/2022 12,969.96 12,969.96
Douglas Fairbanks Elementary School 12,969.96 12,969.96
Fort Wayne Board of Education
05/05/22 06/04/22 50427 Technology Promotional 05/05/2022 36,740.90 36,740.90
05/12/22 06/11/22 50429 Fort Wayne Board of Education 05/12/2022 209,221.40 209,221.40
Fort Wayne Board of Education 245,962.30 245,962.30
Fort Wayne School District
06/28/22 07/28/22 60055 | Fort Wayne School District 217.76 217.76
Fort Wayne School District 217.76 217.76
Highbridge Academy
04/28/22 05/28/22 50425 Highbridge Academy 04/28/2022 8,728.80 8,728.80

When you click the Save as Excel button, FileMaker translates the data. This translation

occurs apart from aACE and provides only minimal control over the output. For the A/R

Detail Aging Report, this translation process can distort the results on the spreadsheet:
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New York, NY 11221

2ACME Education Solutios Brightside Charter School
1238 Broadway
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New York, NY 11221

‘aACME Education Selutier Centerville High School
1238 Broadway
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06/28/2022 07/29/2022|60066 | Berkshire Magne|

06/30/2022 07/30/2022 60068 | Berkshire Magne/

06/08/2022 06/09/2022|60016 | Brian Voll

D4/22/2021 04/22/2021|50214 Brightside Charter,
04/22/2021 04/22/2021|50214 Brightside Chagter
04/22/2021 04/22/2021|50214 Brightside Cliarter
04/08/2022 05/08/2022|50403 Brightside Charter
04/08/2022 05/08/2022|50403 Brightside Cliarter
06/22/2022 07/22/2022|60045 | Credit Memaor
06/22/2022 07/22/2022|60045 | Credit Mema for’
06/24/2022 07/24/2022|80048 | Brightside Charts
07/05/2022 08/04/2022|80096 | Brightside Charte
07/13/2022 08/12/2022|60104 | Centerville High |

7N MR 273023 | AN1NA | Crder Eirar Sau.
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To correct a spreadsheet generated this way, you would need to identify and correctly
account for each line that is distorting your data.

Recommended Method for Sending Data to Excel

For most purposes, the standard aACE export functionality (nttps:/aace6 knowledgeowl.com/help/exporting-
records) 1S the most effective way to transfer your data to a spreadsheet.
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